
VIRGINIA AIRPORT SYSTEM

ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY
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An Assessment of

Economic Impacts

NORFOLK
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT

Quantitative Benefits
In addition to the qualitative benefits the airport 
provides, a recent study quantified the economic 
impacts of the airport to the local community.  As 
shown in the adjacent table, the total economic 
impact of the airport includes on- and off-airport 
businesses, visitor spending, and the spin-off effects 
of those impacts.  

On-airport impacts represent economic 
activities that would not occur if the airport did not 
exist.  They include payroll, operating and capital 
expenditures made by the airport, airlines, FBO's, 
maintenance facilities, ground transportation, etc.

Off-airport impacts represent financial 
transactions that occur primarily off-airport and are 
associated with visitor spending.  These expenditures 
may include items such as lodging, food, 
entertainment, and retail purchases.  

Spin-off impacts are calculated using impact 
multipliers, which are used to reflect the recycling of 
dollars through the economy.  

Air dependent business impacts represent 
area businesses that are dependent on the airport 
for just-in-time shipping, a high degree of corporate 
travel, or specialized airport facilities and services 
such as free trade zones, U.S. Customs, and U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Services.  These 
businesses would relocate or suffer substantial loss if 
the airport were not available.  This impact is not 
included in traditional economic impact 
methodology and is provided as an indicator of the 
importance of the airport to area businesses.
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NORFOLK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
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NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES

NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES

Prepared by the Virginia Department of Aviation for the Norfolk International Airport Authority
Contact the Virginia Department of Aviation at 804-236-3632 for additional information.

O ffer ing near ly  200 ar r iva l s  and 
depar tures da i ly  to major  c i t ies  
throughout the Uni ted States , Norfo lk  
Internat iona l  Airpor t  r anked in  the 
countr y ' s  top 75 a i r por ts  in  terms of  
passenger s  ser ved annua l ly, for  the 
year  2002 .  

Qualitative Benefits

The a i r por t  pos i t ive ly  impacts  the loca l  
communi ty  through suppor t  of  publ ic  
events , l aw enforcement , a i r  car go 
operat ions , and educat iona l  tour s  for  
loca l  schools .

Adjacent  to the ce lebr ated Norfo lk  
Botan ica l  Garden , Norfo lk  Internat iona l  
Airpor t  i s  sur rounded by year-round 
beauty and has become a nat iona l  ro le  
model  for  reconc i l ing expanding a i r  
fac i l i t ies  and a de l icate eco log ica l  
sanctuar y.  Few metropol i tan areas in  
the countr y boast  the wide var iety  of  
at t r act ions , natur a l  wonder s , h i s tor ica l  
s i tes  and recreat iona l  and cu l tur a l  
oppor tun i t ies  that  are ava i lable in  the 
Hampton Roads area . 




